A city in face of coastal erosion
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widepartment at the

Jorth of France. The
= khalk cliff, on which this
%:'-f town of less than 2000
inhabitants is located, is
retreating at a rate of 10 to 70
cm per year (DDTM80, 2001).
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Civil engineering works to manage rosion
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neighbou-
rhood.

Bonnefond, 04/.
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Throughout its history, the town council has used civil engineering works

to manage erosion. The "casquette" is an example of this: a sort of
concrete balcony, in the continuity of the cliff.

ARE WITHDRAWAL STRATEGIES AN OPTION?
Lessons from the case of Ault (France)

The withdrawal strategy...
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In 2012 the commune of Ault is selected at natlonal level for an experlment

seeking to encourage withdrawal strategies to

mahnage coastal erosion in

France. Local authorities could benefit from a determined area to plan relocation
of inhabitants and activities: the “ZAC du Moulinet”, property of the Syndicat

Mixte Baie de Somme - Grand littoral Picard, inter-

planning at the scale of the bay of Somme.

The so-called "rewtal:satlon" project plans the
withdrawal strategy for the longer term.

" rather as an
. project. Several actions are
G also deployed to reduce ero-
'ﬁn--ﬂ‘{ * sion. It is possible to mention:

municipal actor in charge of

The project generated a
great conflict between local
stakeholders. Thus, today, it

. is no longer presented as a

project, but
revitalisation

«relocation»

¥ -waterproofing of public

¥ spaces,
x4 -adaptation of sewage

networks,
-soft water works in agricul-

tural fields to reduce run-off.

questions the delocation

sely:

» LA DEFENSE DU LITTORAL DE AULT !

Tract questlonnmg the relocation project

t peurtant : No Hemunu:lpallté asedépéch rdes gm vmthhn

project on the media.
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A QUELQUES MOIS DES ELECTIONS MUNICIPALES, NOUS REFUSONS
QUE LAVEMIR DE AULT SCIT ENGAGE SUR DES PROJETS IMMCEI.IERS
AVEC SES

SANS CONC

Ery effet, e Syndiratume-emh-esue ant répondu en 2012 & 1'8ppel
& Projet Cousin lancé par le Ministére de | Ecologie. Le projet d'Ault aété
reteny, n;appglhlepmje(ocﬁemdemenlrﬁlm e ment lie & amd

nagement chu site du Moulinet dont I Syndicat Mixte ast propristaire.

Ca projet naticnal estintuk <Experimantation de la refocalisation des
o activités et des bienss qui doit servir dexemple pour la France entiére,
Par faire court, le but est:
=de danner des sub
_:'1-'.'... Tentretien du tratt de chte,

b d oupmprler et de détruira ks malsons du bord de mer,
afin de deplacer |2 ville [vers le Moulinet).

Exhibition
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*  aumane par rapport au coit dun tel projet (en comparason Cayeus a
= regu 17 millions pour défendre sa citel, Alors, qui va payer les

travaux pharaoniques du Moulinet 7

Lin przjet qus aurait dise faire selon les diractivas surantes : fadbe-
sior b plas farge ded actews focau contam {commune, popdations,
associations)... Mais nous a-t-on seul 1é notre avis T
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Guevara, 04/2022"

The mobilisation produced knowledge based on expert reports,
not calling into question the risk of erosion. In their produc-
tions, citizens articulate expert knowledge to knowledge in

history, in heritage, folk knowledge (from fishers), art. The
objective is to present the cliff not only through the ques-
tion of risk. This enlargement of the debate answers to
an objective of its democratisation
We wanted to retrace the whole history of the constitution of
the cliff, of the sea level which descends and rises [...] to say to
ourselves: let's understand the evolution of the history of this

place to take part in the debate which, we hope, will take
place in a democratic way in the future...[Ault, 04/2022].

The project provides learning on:

- The challenges of involving citizens in adaptation
measures.

- It also sheds light on the social challenges raised by
adaptation measures as radical as relocation.

- It also provides learning on how to communicate ex-
pertise.

...and its debates

Citizens mobilisation against the Moulinet project

strategy, and more preci-

-Its lack of transparency. Citizens learned about the
-Choosing not to finance the civil engineering

Their modes of action include: public meetings, leaflets,
t-shirts, sound trail along the coastline, exhibitions.

f“. . Sound trail

References

Agence Urbanités, 2017, “Plan Local
d’Urbanisme. Rapport de présentation,”
Ault, Mairie de Ault. '

DDTM 80, 2001, “Plan de Prévention des
Risques aturels Falaises Picardes, Note
de présentation,” Somme, DDTM 80.

Image credits:
https://www.ault-environnement.com

Autors

Sofia Guevara Viquez, Research Fellow,
CITERES research centre, University of
Tours

Marie Fournier, Assistant Professor, Geo-
matics and Land Management Research
Center, National Conservatory of Arts and
Crafts (CNAM)

Mathilde Gralepois, Assistant professor,
School of engineering, Spatial Planning
and Environment

gy | JT lecnam
e

de TOURS




